
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 28 March 2007] 

 p848b-849a 
Mr Murray Cowper; Ms Alannah MacTiernan; Mr Troy Buswell; Speaker 

 [1] 

SCHOOL BUSES - STUDENTS FROM FURNISSDALE-BARRAGUP 

113. Mr M.J. COWPER to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
The Public Transport Authority has put the safety of 12 students from the Furnissdale-Barragup area at risk by 
refusing to transport these children to Pinjarra schools and threatening parents with intervention by police and 
the Department for Community Development, all because the minister’s department has failed to properly 
discuss plans to phase out the school bus service in the area with the school community, Department of 
Education and Training and parents.   

(1) Why were children as young as three refused entry onto the school bus service, bearing in mind that 
according to the government’s policy all students under five travel free of charge?   

(2) Why have school bus contractors been gagged from speaking out on this issue and threatened with 
having their contracts cancelled?   

(3) What formula was used to determine that some students of Greenwood Way, Barragup, are entitled to a 
free bus service while others are charged the prescribed fee of 50c for each trip? 

(4) How much did it cost taxpayers to have a specially chartered bus sitting around the corner from the very 
bus stop that these students were waiting at for two hours this morning?   

(5) On whose authority was the PTA acting? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(5) I think the people who have been extremely irresponsible are the parents of those families and, indeed, 

the member for Murray.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  You are an unmitigated disgrace.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is appalling that this member would encourage parents to leave their young 
children unattended or, perhaps even worse, in his company in order to make a political point.   

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr T. BUSWELL:  I heard the minister say that it would be unacceptable for parents to leave young children in 
the company of the member for Murray.  It is a gross insult to the member for Murray.  I ask you, Mr Speaker, to 
direct the minister to withdraw that comment.   

The SPEAKER:  I did not hear it.  If that was said, I find it hard to think that it is an attack on somebody’s 
character or honesty.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I was referring to the member’s penchant to use the children simply as pawns in a 
political process. 

The member for Murray has come into this place pontificating about his concern for these children when he has 
been inviting cameras to the area and inciting parents into this conduct.   

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER:  I call the members for Avon and Dawesville to order.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I understand that in opposition one does, from time to time, want to engage in 
dramatic behaviour.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Avon to order for the second time.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  However, to use these children in the way that they have been used, I find clearly 
reprehensible.   

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  You are criticising the parents as well.   

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Leschenault to order for the first time.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is very interesting that the issues have been recast.  It is no longer the issue of 
paying the 50c fare, which, each day, 25 000 students pay to get to school.  The 50c fare is a great initiative of 
our government. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 
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The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Avon to order for the third time and the member for Carine.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will have one last go, otherwise I will simply sit down.   

Several members interjected. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Carine to order for the second time.   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will speak over the interjections because I want to get this done with.   

The issue that has been recast is not one of refusing to pay the fare, which each school day 25 000 students pay 
and which 140 students who are from the area in question and are attending schools in Pinjarra pay.  This has 
been recast as a problem of what will happen in five years, because in five years there may not be a bus service 
between that area and Pinjarra.  To leave young children unattended on a bus stop because the member is 
concerned that in five years there might not be a bus for them is absolutely indefensible.   

The reality is that we are building new schools in Mandurah.   

Mr M.J. Cowper:  Where?  Name one.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We are building new schools in Mandurah and Halls Head.   

Mr M.J. Cowper interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Murray! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is quite possible that within the next two to three years the boundaries and the 
capacity of the schools within the Mandurah and Halls Head areas to take the students will have changed.  We 
are prepared to commit to the fact that as long as those children do not have reasonable access to the schools in 
Mandurah we will continue to provide a school bus for them.  We have done that.  Strictly speaking and 
according to the PTA policy, we would not be providing the current bus service we provide to Pinjarra but we 
recognised that that was not fair.  It was not fair to the parents when they could not be guaranteed that they could 
get access to schools in Mandurah - which are their nearest schools - and they would therefore be required to go 
to Pinjarra.  It was not fair that we did not provide a bus service, so we put a bus service on.  We said that we 
would phase that out in five years on the understanding that there was a building program going on for schools 
within Mandurah and that the likelihood was that within the five years those students could go to the schools that 
were nearer to them.  We are prepared to say that if those schools are not available to them within that area, we 
will continue to run the school bus service to Pinjarra beyond the five years.  We are not prepared to say that we 
will not charge the 50c fare.  As I said, the 140 other students who go to school from that area to Pinjarra are 
paying that 50c fare.  Twenty-five thousand students a day pay that fare.  There will always be an area where 
there is a boundary and if a person is on one side he does not pay but if he lives on the other side he does pay.  
That is a consequence of having differential policies for regional and metropolitan students. 

There is no basis for this irresponsible behaviour led by the member for Murray of leaving young students 
unaccompanied outside a bus stop because in five years there may not be a bus for them. 
 


